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Dates to Remember 
 

 

Jan 11-23 

 
School-wide 

NWEA testing 

Jan 11-12 

 
Vision & Hearing 

Testing 

Jan 18 

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. bday 

No School 

Jan 21 

 
Parent University @ 

Woodrow Wilson 

Jan 22 

 
Popcorn Friday 

(note date change) 

Jan 27 

 
SIP Day 

11:30 Dismissal 

Jan 29 

 
February HIVE  

sent home 
 

 
 
 

News  from  Mr.  Durr 
Happy New Year! We are off to a great 
start. As we begin second semester we 
are gearing up 
for NWEA 
testing. Please 
make sure your 
child gets to 
bed at a 
reasonable 
time and has a 
healthy breakfast. It is also important 
that students are at school on time and 
ready to learn. If you child is not going 
to be at school please call our office at 
309-672-6525. 
  
Since Old Man winter can’t make up his 
mind, please make sure your child is 
prepared to go outside every day. We 
will go outside for recess if the 
temperature and/or wind chill is 
around 25 degrees. If you need 
assistant with coats, hats or gloves 
please contact our office. 
  
Also just a reminder to please follow 
the parking lot rules when picking up 
students to ensure their safety. If you 
are unfamiliar with the required traffic 
patterns during pick up or drop-off, 
please stop by the office for a copy of 
the map with this information. Staff 
members are on duty to ensure the 
safety of all students. Please be 
respectful of their requests. 

 
Stop, Think, Choose & 
Think Again … an important 

note about adult behavior 
Unfortunately, we have been 
experiencing situations where angry 
parents have cursed at staff 
members.  This is never acceptable on 
school property.  Our students and staff 
members should not be subjected to 
any form of verbal abuse.  

Should you make the choice to curse 
at any of our staff members, you run 
the risk of being banned from school 
grounds.  Please stop, think, choose 
and think again before you speak 
disrespectfully to our staff on school 
property.  Hines teachers and staff 
members are professionals and care for 
your children each and every day.  They 
should be able to come to work 
without fear of verbal abuse by our 
students’ parents. 
 
The great majority of our parents 
respect our procedures and rules.  We 
thank you for your cooperation!  You 
are teaching your child respect, 
kindness and good manners by 
demonstrating positive behaviors.  
Children are watching, listening and 
learning from YOU.  We sincerely 
appreciate the support we receive from 
so many of our families. 

 
A Note from Mrs. Hooker 
Santa Breakfast 
Students and staff at Hines Primary 
School enjoyed their annual Santa 
Breakfast on December 12th from 9-
11.  Attendees were able to enjoy 
hearing the kindergarteners through 
2nd graders sing a 
variety of songs while 
also enjoying a breakfast 
of pancakes and 
sausage.  Patrons could 
also shop for Christmas 
gifts from the vendors in 
attendance.  Families were able to 
purchase Hines spirit wear as well.  The 
Unique Twist was also on hand with his 
balloon creations.  The highlight of the 
morning, of course, was seeing Santa.  
He listened to the children’s Christmas 
wishes while reminding them to remain 
on the “nice list” during the last week 
of school before break.  Children were 
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also able to pose for a photo with Santa 
during this fun event.    
 

Winter Concert 

Hines Primary had its Winter Concert 
December 10 at WCTC, where the 1300 
seat auditorium was filled to capacity!  
Students in K-4 sang winter songs, 
ranging from Hip Hop Reindeer to 
Snowman, Ugly Sweater, Peaceful Night 
and This Holiday.  Several guest stars 
appeared, including hip hop singer and 
guitarist Mr. Nick, a first grade hip hop 
dancer, Spanish dancer Mrs. Davis, and 
linguists Mr. Durr, Mrs. Hoover, and 
Mr. Davis.  One song, Hine Ma Tov, 
featured Sarah Tenley, now a fifth 
grader at Von Steuben, accompanying 
grade 2 on guitar.  The same song had 
second graders dancing an ancient 
Hebrew/Arab grapevine step.  Students 
in grade 3 played bells for a special 
number, Ringing, Ringing.  
 
Hines honored our current and retired 
military members in a special number, 
The Brave, by grade 3, accompanied by 
special Hines Celtic drummers.  
 
A formal survey, designed by third 
grade, was given to the whole school in 
days following the concert, and the 
unanimous decision was to hold the 
concert again next year at WCTC! The 
students felt really special in the large 
auditorium with a spacious stage and 
lighting. 
 

Kindergarten 
Can you believe we are almost to 

100
th

 days of school?    We will be 

celebrating the 

100
th

 day of school 

on January 29.  

There will be many 

special activities 

planned for the day, 

so watch for details to come!  We may 

even have some “100” year old 

teachers in the building that day.  

 
Please remember, we go outside every 
day.  Make sure your child has a winter 

coat, mittens, a hat, and boots when 
the snow comes.  The students will be 
allowed to “play” in the snow if they 
have snow boots and snow pants.  
Speaking of dressing for 
the weather, our rooms 
get very warm and also 
very chilly.   Please send 
an extra red, white, or 
blue sweater or jacket for 
the classroom.  Layers will help the 
students stay comfortable in the 
classroom.  
 
Report cards were sent home on 
January 8

th
.  Please look them over and 

contact your child’s teacher if you have 
any questions or concerns.  We will 
continue to teach new sight words and 
word families.   Reading the books that 

are sent home 
weekly will help 
your child learn 
the sight words.   
Please help your 

kindergartener sound out words that 
he/she is writing or reading.  In math 
we are beginning a unit on “addition 
and subtraction”.  We want the 
students to understand that addition is 
putting together and subtraction is 
taking apart.  They will explore with 
objects, fingers, drawings, mental 
images, etc.    Again, please contact 
your child’s teacher with any questions 
or concerns. 
 

First Grade 

It is hard to believe that we are half 
way through the year. We are still 
working hard on following the 4 Bees in 
the classroom and here at Hines. They 
are really beginning to blossom and we 
are looking forward to a busy second 
semester.  
 
January will be filled with many exciting 
units.  We are excited about learning 
about winter animals, penguins, snow, 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 

environments. We will be continuing 
with addition and 
subtraction facts to 18 
and finding different ways 
to solve story problems. 
Please continue to complete the math 
homework and practice addition and 
subtraction facts.  
 
The students are very excited about 
beginning their first readers. Students 
will read from a variety of stories 
beginning with a unit called Keep 
Trying. We will also be testing students 
on fluency. Students should be able to 
read at least 24 words per minute. 
Please continue to read 20 minutes 
every night to build their fluency.  
 
Please make sure students are dressed 
for the weather, as we will continue to 
go outdoors when the weather 
permits.  

 
Second Grade 

Happy New Year!  We hope everyone 
had a relaxing and fun Winter Break. 
Second graders will be busy in January. 
In Math, we are starting to work on 
finding sums and differences within 
100.  Students will learn many different 
strategies to help them solve problems 
in an efficient way.  
   
Lions, tigers, and bears! OH MY! In 
Reading, our second graders will be 
focused on non-fiction passages about 
animals and camouflage.  We will also 
begin reading biographies, as well as 
learning how to organize a biography of 
their own. 
 
YOUNG AUTHORS CONTEST: 
Look for more information 
coming home this month 
about our District’s Young 
Authors Contest.  This is a 
GREAT opportunity for our 
students to write stories! 
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Third Grade 

 We hope everyone had a wonderful 
winter break!  As we start off the new 
year it is very important to be at school  
each and every day.  We will be doing 
NWEA testing in math and reading this 
month, so please be sure your child 
arrives on time each day.  In reading we 
will be focusing on poetry this month. 
 Students will be learning new poetry 
terms, and learning and writing 
different poems. In math we will be 
focusing on fractions. Continue to work 
on multiplication facts and reading AR 
books at home! 

 
Fourth Grade 

Welcome back to school and a brand 
new year! Report cards were sent 
home Friday, January 8, 2016. We do 
not have school on Monday, January 
18, 2016 in observation of Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s Birthday.  
 
We will continue to have Ag in the 
Classroom during the month of 
January. The topic for January is wool. 
The students will learn all about the 
wool industry. They will get to see and 
touch products made from wool, tools 
of the wool industry, and wool before it 
has been processed. 
 
This month we will be taking our NWEA 
tests in Math and Reading. Please make 
sure your child gets a good night's sleep 
and is here on time. Please continue to 
work on multiplication facts at home if 
your child has not mastered them yet. 
Read with your child for 30 minutes 
each night to improve fluency and 
comprehension! 

Bilingual Education     
Mrs. Del Pozo 

The assessment called ACCESS for 
English Language Learners (ELLs) will 
begin this month. This yearly 
assessment helps teachers and parents 
track the progress of ELL students by 
understanding how well students are 
able speak and use English in social and 
academic settings. ELL students take 
four tests: reading, speaking, writing, 
and listening. If your child works with 
Mrs. del Pozo, please continue to 
expose your child to English during the 
winter break through movies in English, 
Compass Learning, books in English, 
and journal writing. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact 
Mrs. del Pozo. 

 
La evaluación llamado ACCESS para 
estudiantes de inglés como segundo 
idioma (ELL) comenzará después de las 
vacaciones en enero. Esta evaluación 
anual ayuda a los maestros y los padres 
seguir el progreso de los estudiantes 
que están aprendiendo inglés y cómo 
los estudiantes son capaces de hablar y 
utilizar el inglés en situaciones sociales 
y académicas. Estudiantes de ELL 
toman cuatro pruebas: leer, hablar, 
escribir y escuchar. Si su hijo trabaja 
con la señora del Pozo, por favor 
continúe para exponer a su hijo a inglés 
durante las vacaciones de invierno a 
través de películas en inglés, Compass 
Learning, libros en inglés, y la escritura 
del diario. Si tiene alguna pregunta, por 
favor no dude en ponerse en contacto 
con la señora del Pozo. 
 
News from the Art Room 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had 
a joyous holiday and were able to enjoy 
the fun projects the children made 
before Winter break.  In the month of 
January we will be doing some winter 
scenes are going to try and venture into 
the paint world this semester. 

If anyone has any art supplies they are 
not using, we could probably put them 
to good use in the Art Room.  Supplies 
needed include: buttons, glitter, yarn, 
ribbon, etc.  We are still accepting toilet 
paper rolls and paper towel rolls. Thank 
you to all who have donated items this 
year.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Care Team … 
What is PBIS? PBIS is the school wide 

behavior system that we use at Hines 

Primary School. PBIS 

stands for Positive 

Behavior Interventions 

and Support. The 

philosophy of this 

program is that by 

rewarding students for positive 

behavior through incentives (tickets, 

positive praise, and rewards), students 

will begin to build intrinsic motivation 

to behave in a positive way which will 

help create a positive learning 

environment in all areas of the school. 

Through the PBIS program, Hines has 

developed a common language for 

behavior expectations in each area of 

the school. Each child is familiar with 

the Four Be’s- be respectful, be 

responsible, be safe and be ready to 

learn. Students receive a bee buck 

when they demonstrate one of the four 

Be’s. Students save their bee bucks to 

spend on prizes at the Bee Store. If 

you’re curious about how bee bucks are 

used in classroom, ask your child about 

Example: 
139405 
072308 
psd150 
 

Coming soon: 

 
 

Lego League 
At 

Hines 
Watch for upcoming  

information. 
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their experiences and discuss with 

them how their behavior can help them 

earn more bee bucks. 

 

On Friday, January 8
th

, all students 

participated in a school-wide matrix 

walk last Friday.  During this activity, 

they visited many environments 

around the building and reviewed the 

behavior expectations for each of the 4 

Bees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Notes            
 Mrs. Peryam  

Our school just finished presenting our 
Hines Winter Concert at WCTC, to a 
capacity audience!  The students 
performed very well, and quite a few 
students either had special singing, 
conducting, dancing, and instrumental 
parts.  Mr. Nick, Mrs. Davis, Mr. Durr, 
Mrs. Hooker, all of our Hines staff, had 
special parts, as well as Mr. Davis, 
father to one of our students.  What a 
talented group of students you parents 
have brought to Hines!  Your support is 
greatly appreciated.  Many teachers 
came to the concert to supervise their 
students, and I am personally grateful 
for their help. 
 
In January, we will begin studying 
recorders in grade 4, continue 
drumming techniques in grade 3, and 
play ukuleles in grade 2.  Parents are 
welcome to assist in all three grade 
levels. 
 

Compass Learning 
Mr. Howeler & Mrs. Long 

From Mr. Howeler: I am extremely 
proud of the hard work our 
students have put into Compass Math. 
As of December 15th, 2014, there were 
199 folders completed. I would never 
have thought a year later that number 
would more than double. There have 
been 427 folder completions. 
Moreover, the average score has gone 
from 66% to 74%. 

Compass Learning website:  
https://www.thelearningodyssey.com/ 

 
From Mrs. Long: Congratulations to all 
of the students who met their Compass 
Reading goal for first semester.  They 
attended a donut party just before 
Winter Break.  We will begin a new 
contest after the January NWEA testing 
cycle when new folders will be assigned 
based on their testing results. 

 
Student Council Update 

Mrs. Arick & Miss O’Donnell 
Have you seen Hines student council 
kiddos wearing their red t-shirts? They 
have been sporting their cool tie-dyed  
T's at school on Fridays. Let's all wear 
our new shirts for a group picture. We 
will do this at our next meeting. Mark 
your calendar for Tuesday, February 2. 
Uniform pants should be worn with the 
student council t-shirt.  
 
Meetings will also be held on March 1, 
April 5, and May 3. The first Tuesday of 
the month from 7:45-8:15 A.M. 

has worked out well 
for us. Thank you for 
your help at the 

concert, Santa 
Breakfast, and our 

canned food drive. 
Hines donated over 600 canned food & 
non-perishable items. Your generosity 
is much appreciated. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 BE’S 
 

Be Respectful 
 

Be Responsible 
 

 
 
 

Be Safe 
 

Be Ready to 
Learn 

                                               A NOTE FROM   

 

With winter fast approaching and the first snowfall already behind us, please take some time to talk to 
your student about Winter Bus Stop Safety. Being alert and prepared at the bus stop will help to ensure 
safe travel on the school bus this winter. Remind your student to: 
 

 Wait behind the curb for your bus. Even if the sidewalk is not cleared of snow in your neighborhood, don’t stand in the 

street while waiting for your bus. Road traffic as well as your bus may need the extra space to safely stop at your corner 

due to slippery road conditions.  

 Be alert and aware of your surroundings. This means no horseplay at the bus stop! 

 Wait for your driver’s signal before approaching and boarding the bus: Your driver will let you know when the bus has 

come to a complete stop and it is safe for you to board the bus. Your bus driver also has a better view of other vehicles 

in the area and may be able to alert you of a car that is unable to stop due to icy road conditions. 

 Don’t run towards your bus: Slippery ice may be hidden underneath snow. Approach your bus slowly and carefully.  

 Use the handrail when boarding your bus: The stairwell may be wet and slippery. Use the handrail so you don’t lose 

your balance.  

 

https://www.thelearningodyssey.com/
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The Importance of Teaching Manners to your Children … 
“Say thank you,” “Sit up straight,” “Shake hands,” “Say please.”  These were all phrases many of us heard from our parents as 
we were growing up.  Many of us do the same with our own children.  But, why do we bother?  Teaching manners seems to be 
on the decline in our society, but nonetheless, the ability to demonstrate good manners still remains an important factor in 

success in life.  Why is it so important to teach manners, anyway?  
 
Having good manners meets a social expectation.  Those who demonstrate good manners earn more respect than those who 
demonstrate poor manners.  Having good manners will also play a role in your child’s future! 
 
By showing good manners, you demonstrate respect for yourself and for others.  Your children  
demonstrate they listen to you and follow your instruction if they have good manners.  Good  
manners also show that your child has respect for authority figures.   
 
From future bosses, to girlfriends/boyfriends, good manners can make or break an opportunity.  
Simply put, your children may be more successful in life if they learn good manners. 
 
Good manners modeled at home can go a long way toward teaching them.  Eventually, using  
good manners will become a habit.  Your children will use good manners without your prompting.   
Praise your child each time they use good manners without your encouragement.  You’ll see a  
difference!  It’s never too late to model and teach good manners at home. 
 
            Source:  http://childdevelopmentinfo.com/parenting/the-importance-of-teaching-manners-to-kids/ 
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